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Birth of Anomatan, First King of Ayudhya 


Long, long ago when the world was in its tender infancy there 
Jived on the summit of Mount Chakravala, a demon of prodigious 
strength and appearance, named Hirantayaksa.! Terrible with his 
awful, golden countenance, and invincible by the grace of Isvara, he 
was such a ferocious fiend that in no time his tyranny became past 
endurance. Hmboldened and intoxicated by his miraculous power, the 
demon in him rose up to devastate the whole creation together with 
all its unfortunate inhabitants. Not gatistied with the hoard of havoc 
he let loose all over the world, he tore off from the body of the earth, 
three enormous portions of the names of Jambudvipa, Uttarakuru and 
Amara-goyana, made them into rolls, put them under his armpit as if 
“they were mere scrolls of paper. and dived down into the region of 
Nether Land.? 

But invincibly puissant as he was, the day of retribution was 
drawing near. His daring snsolence and cruelties inspired terror in 
the very hearts of\gods. So they rushed to Mount Krailasa? to seek 
protection of Isvara, A god of compassion, Isvara was naturally 
moved to pity the unfortunate inhabitants of the three worlds. So he 


12 , 
sent for Narayanad and ordered him to 
clutch of Hiranta. Accordingly, 
and dived down into the region of N fe 
reposing under the fancied assumption of ae ‘ (eee 
tooth and nail upon & fearful fight at the end © 


save the world from the crue] 


ether Land where the demon wag 


They fell literally 


on Narayana and Hiranta was vanquished bo a, 

pote then, returned to his own abode ny the Ocean of 
Pea ieee is chant Vedio hymns. | While the voice of Narayan 
was still reverberating the calm atmosphere around, there grew Up, on 
the breast of the Ocean, a delicate lotus-plant with a beautiful flower 
in its full bloom. And surrounded by its soft and fragrant petals 


there appeared a child excelling gods in loveliness. Narayana took. 


the child in his arms and started for Mount Krailasa to dedicate him » 


to Isvara. 


By the divine injunction of Isvara the child was destined to be 
the first King of the world and found the royal dynasty of Narayana* 


with the sole purpose of saving the world from the cruel sway of 
demons. 


Jambudvipa was chosen to be the country where the benign | 


rule of this miraculous child should begin, and Indra was vested with 
the charge of building a capital for him. 


So, to comply with Isvara’s order, Indra camedown to Jambu- 
dvipa where he met four Rishis named Achanagavi, Yug 
Yaga. They advised the King of g 


agra, Daha and 
ods to build the capital in the forest 


1. According. to the Ramakirti 


Narayana is given L 
. the a subsydinat } 
Shiva -- a peculiarity which perhaps shows ¢t eae 


hat 
first introduced by the Shaiva sect, the Ronayana was probably 


as Narayana’s Race. 


Narayana took the form of @ boar 


V5 
of Dvaravati,! their dwelling place. 


| ‘The capital of the kings of Nara- 
yana's race was therefore established in the 


site where once lay the 
forest of Dvaravati, and was named Ayudhya from the initial letters 
of the names of the four rishis who-recommended the place. The child 


Ayudhya, under the name of Anomatan2 
and came to be regarded as the incarnation of Narayana to subdue ~ 


the demons and save the world. In order that he might perform his - 
divine duty fully and thoroughly, he was endowed with su pernatural 


power and given four weapons, namely, an arrow, a trident, a mace 
and a ring. 


was then crowned King of 


Besides, with a view that the newlyfounded race might 
not come to extinction with the death of Anomatan, Indra offered him 
a queen, named, Manikesara. A son was born to them, named Ajapal.3 
When Ajapal came to maturity, Anomatan installed him King of 
Ayudhya and passed away to heaven. 

Like his father, King Ajapal also carried to the satisfaction of © 
all gods and men the entrusted duty of ensuring the safety of the 
world from the demons. So when Asura Brahma, a certain demigod, 
became indomitable by receiving a miraculous mace from Isvara, he at 
once vanquished him by means of a sword which he got from Isvara 
through the mediation of Malivag, another of the demigods, who never 
deviated from the path of rectitude. After many years of a glorious 
reign the. King was gathered to his father, leaving his son Dasaratha 
to carry on the tradition of the race. 


1. Obviously, the name was adopied from the Mahabharata. Perhaps, on account 
of the inconspicuous influence of the Mahabharata the name was, under some 
misunderstanding, introduced into the Ramayante story. 

2. Anomatan is obviously Raghu. But the name is very peculiar. Tt sounds 
like Tamil without any reference to tts Tamal oregin. Although it is very daffi- 
cult to come to a definite conclusion, yet some suggestions may be ventured. At 
first the writer untroduces the name Anoma. If so, it may be the Pals word ano- 
ma (Sans. Anavama) meaning high, illustrious. Or +f the word vs aromas 
it might be der.ved from anc and matri, meaning “who has no mother.” As the 
chald was born wrthout a mother, he might be called Anomata, Anomatan being 
its deterrorated form. ; 


3. Valmeke -- Aja. 


CHAPTER ll 
a and his brothers 


Birth of Ram 


death of King Ajapal, his son Dasaratha ascended the 
After on e He had three queens; named Kausurlya, Samudraja, 
‘as. ae ; : seiget as he was in his kingly grandeur and conjugal 
love, apeeae lived in deep sorrow owing to the fact that. no queen 
of-his bore 4 to him and heir to the throne. 
sought assistance of fo 
Fer vicccuce and Bharadvaj. Willing though they were to 
be of any service to the King. they were afraid their holy power was 
not sufficient enough to produce a befitting son to the Narayana’s race 
destined to save the world from the clutches of demons. Moreover, 


demons were then devasiating the whole creation, so it required an 1 
able king on the throne of Ayudhya to vanquish them. Therefore Ss 
they advised the King to ask the help of Kalaikoti, a rishi of great 


power, to perform the necessary sacrifice for a child. 


Now, this Kolaikoti# was the son of Rishi Singamuni and ~ ; . 
born of a deer: so he got the face of a deer while his body was | 


human. When he was young, bis penance was 60 severe that it caused 


drought in Romabattan,5 the country he was performing his religious | — 
ume So the King of the place sent his daughter to entice him f. ae 
into the life of a house-holder. An easy victim to womanly seducement, | Kausuriya, and was of green complexion; Discus as Barata son of 

the young rishi gave up his penance, thus causing a copious rainfall | 3 


t th 5 19 2 a q i ¢ . . 
© the country and came to live in the palace as the King’s son-in-law |  Takshana, son of Samudra and was of yellow complexion; while Mace 
ree ee | : d ) * Be 


1, Sans. Kausalya, Sumitra and Kaikeys, 

2, Sans, -- Vashishtha. 3. Sans. -- Visvamitra | 
4. Kalaikols is obviously Rishyasri 
Rishyasringa) appears to be the fat 


father Vibhandaka, and son Ris 


her. Evidently 
hyasringa, 


ur rishis, named, Vasishtha,@ 


/ tt 18 due to confusion between 


tad ee PR eee a 
item ane Be sp 


15 
Being now invited by Dasaratha he came down to Ayudhya 


and took up the charge of performing the necessary sacrifice. But he 
thought it advisable to consult Isvara before he proceeded with the 
sacrifice. So accompanied by the four rishis he started for Mount 
Krailasa. In view of the fact that the world was then oppressed by 
the demons whose inhuman power had through the boons of the three 
Supreme Gods reached the verge of invincibility Rishi Kalaikota 
asked Isvara to request Narayana to incarnate as the son of Dasaratha 


and relieve the world from the hovering calamity. Accordingly, Nara- 


>. yana was requested, who agreed to take incarnation, provided Lakshmi, 


Anantanaga, Mace, Discus and Conch should also incarnate simulta- 


- neously =a provision which Isvara granted at once./ 


Isvara advised the rishis to return and perform the sacrifice out 


_ of the fire of which there would appear a demi-god with a tray of divine 
t ood consisting of four cakes, on his head. Instantly, a crow would 
~ sweep down on the tray and fly to the south with a meagre half of a 
cake. The rest should be given to the queens of Dasaratha so that 
they might bear him four sons. 


The advice of Isvara was followed to the letter and everything 


went on as predicted by him. Narayana incarnated as Rama son of 
i Kaiyakeshi, and was of red complexion; Naga and Conch together as 


incarnated as Satrud, also a son of Samudra, and was of purple com- os 
 plexion. Of the four sons Rama was the eldest followed by Barats, — 


nga. But here Singamums (deterioration of |  Takshana and Satrud respectively. 


tee 
; 


1. Note the peculiarity 


CHAPTER Ill 
Creation of Lanka 


on of Isvara & crow did really arrive 


Consonant to the predictio It flew away to 


while the demi-god came out of the cra [pie ae 
the south with half « portion 0 e€ 
‘destined to be the origin of Sita, inca 
Now on the south was situate 
of the demons. As it Was; the crow W 
Lanka, to steal away the divine food for the 
Mando. This leads us to explain how 
of Lanka and how Maxdo became his queen. 


{ one of th 
rnation of Lakshmi. 


as sent by Dasakantha, King of 


gratification of his queen 


At first Lanka was named Rangka,/ owing to & great nest of 


crows on the peak of its mountain, called Nilakala, Sahapati Brahma? 


created the island for one of his devotees, named Sabamalivan,? who q 


thus became the first King of Lanka. But being afraid of Narayana, 
he left his island kingdom and fled to Nether Land. 


Finding his creation left unruled and uncared-of he ordered — 


Visvakarma to build a beautiful city on Mount Nilakala. After its 


completion he named it Vijaya-Lanka? and enthroned Chaturabaktra, 


another of his devotees, as its King, with Queen Malika as his Consort. : 


1. A typical That derivation of the name. Both the words are Thas. 
means nest, and Ka means crow. 


2. Perhaps the word has been borrowed from the Buddhist conception of Saham- : 


pats Brahma. 
3. Valmiki -- Malyavan. 


4. A peculiar insertion of the word “Vijaya,”’ It may be received as a Rn 


tion of is tradition that Vijaya, Singha, a prince of Bengal, was the first con- 
queror of Lanka and i was a 4 
eee fter him that the island reccived its name “Sing: : 


4 the island of Lanka, kingdom | 


Dasakantha came to the throne — 


Rang | 


ii 


After the death of Chaturabaktra, his son Lastien! ascended 
the throne of Lanka. He was a formidable demon and had five queens, 
namely Shri Sunanda, mother of Kuperan;! Chitramali, mother of 
Devanasura; Suvarnamalai, mother of Ashdhata; Varaprabha, mother 
of Maran; and Rajta, mother of six sons and one daughter, namely, 
Dasakantha, Kumbhakarna, Bibhek,! Dushana, Khara, and Samma- 
nakkha.t 

At that time, Kalanaga was King of Patal. It has been told 
that Sahamalivan, ex-king of Lanka, took refuge in Patal, His 
stay in Nether Land was not agreeable to Kalanaga who Was in ss 
constant fear that one day this ex-king might rise against his rule” 
and usurp his kingdom. So, at some opportune moment he made an 
aggressive march against Sahamalivan. Now, Sahamalivan was in 
good terms with the present ruling dynasty of Lanka and had already 
paid his homage to King Chaturabaktra. So he sought help of Lastien 
who gladly responded to his call and in no time vanquished Kalanaga. 
Finding no other means to avoid a death blow from the weapons of 
Tastien, the king of Patal offered him his daughter Kala-aggi and 


ran away with his life. Lastien accepted the young princess and 
married her to his son Dasakantha. 


When he came to old age he divided his kingdom among his 
ten sons so that they might not come to quarrels and blows after he 
had closed his eyes for ever. According to this division Dasakentha 


succeeded him as the King of Lanka, whereas Kuperan was made King 


of Kalachakra and got the air-chariot Pushpaka, Devanasura became 


4 ruler of Chatcravala; Ashdhata, of Badkan; Maran, of Solash; Khare oun 


_ Romagal; Dushana, of Charik in Jana pada; and HERE Bay ola 
Majjavari, while Sarmmanakkha was s Bive 


ar ae Sa 
eee <<. 


q 
step-brothers, Dasakantha, was the most | 
it and courage prought implicit — 
But the invincible — 


Of all the brothers and 
formidable. His indomitable spirl 
obedience of his subjects and soldiers alike. 
power he possessed was not a 


but an inheritence the origin of which lay in some events of his formeng 


_ life, when he used to enjoy the bliss of Heaven. . ; a 
On Mount Krailasa, Nandaka, a certain demigod, was given the -.. 


_obarge of washing the feet of those gods who came to pay reverence 
> to Isvara. Put in such s jowly station he became the object of constant 
pranks of these shining ones who always liked to pat him on his head o 


-. cheeks or to pull out his hair. But what brought happy laughter to the — 
. playful gods caused unhappy tears to the poor Nandaka. Year followed - 


eet aeon followed aeon, he was still the butts of their brani 3 ane 


a a bald head. Unable to bear such insults any longer he apron 
svarguand ai ee for a boon that eee he would Pom oy ye i 


9 with his long and faithful service, oe easily comp d 
oe ea metas when the gods, ignorant of his supe 
» came to play pranks on him a oe 

8 usual, 
horrible death at the pointing finger of Nandaka,, i ee ae : 


q 
n acquirement of his present birth | 
| 


: with one head and two arms. 


Nandaka. The flirtation kindled the flame of passion in his heart so 
much so that he asked the love of the celestial nymph. The heavenly 
“maidan” accepted his love on condition that he would dance with 
her first. Nandaka joyfully agreed to the proposal and they began to 
dance. Inthe course of dancing the nymph pointed her finger at her 
legs. Forgetful of the calamitous power of his finger Nandaka too 
did so. Consequently, his legs were broken, Not to let go this opportunity 
Narayana at once took his own form, ready to kill Nandaka. Finding 
himself a dupe of trickery he rebuked Narayana of his unmanly policy . 
which went against all rules of heroism. Taken to task Narayana 
answered that in the birth to come Nandaka would be born with ten | 
heads and twenty arms, yet he would kill him in the form of a man 


And thus Nandaka was born as Dasa- 


‘kantha with formidable power to fulfil the promise uttered by Narayana wa 


in his former birth. 
When Isvara saw that Nandaka had been born as Dasakantha, he 


a thought of some means to help Narayana when he would incarnate £0 
vanquish him. He, therefore, ordered a god named Vessujnan to take 

- pirth as a brother of Dasakantha with the mission of assisting Rama, © 
incarnation of Narayana, 10 his fight against the King of Lanka. eh . 


essujnan was Dorn as Bibnes and endowed with a myst 


: ig oramee and reveal the anystery in the womb of futurity. * 


Bi wes was able to unfold even the most secret P 


CHAPTER V Ps 
; . do he again came up to the world : 
riage with Man 8 orld and disch / 
parre beeline Bi arged venom into the glass 


The frog was 


Dasakanitha’s 7 


however an ob 

server of this cruel att 
revengeful murder. A grateful creature to the four rishis ue a 
into the bowl of poison and courted death in order to w = ‘i a 
their awaiting fatal danger. a 


married to Iala-aggi, 


ee hy 
-antha was previous» 
Although Dasaka d Mando, who wag 


princess of Patal, he ad another queem name 


bestowed upon bim by Isvara. a 
Mando was not an ordinary woman. Indeed, her birth lay in The four rishis came to take their morning milk as usual a 

ne . » on 
the miraculous power of certain four rishi | saw the dead frog floating on the surface. Mistaking her for a al 
religious austerities in the forest of the Himalayas. The morning | animal, yet moved by pity they brought her to life i) eee 
milk which a flock of cows used to | sncantation. 


s who were performing 


meal of these rishis consisted of Being unjustly rebuked of greediness she revealed the 
discharge voluntarily into a glass bowl. Every day, after they had | ¢rue fact to them. They were much pleased and to repay the debt 
drunk their full, they used t0 give what remained, to a frog that lived | of gratitude they owed her, they transformed the ugly tre into the 
Barby: most beautiful of all maidens, gave her the name of Mando, and 
Now, at that time there lived in Patal a Naga maiden who was | presented her to Isvara who in his turn offered her to Uma as one of 
abnormally sensual. Her urge of sexual pleasure remaining unsatisfied | her maids. 
in her own land, she left her home, made a crevice and came to the ie Now, there occurred an accident on Mount Krailasa. Virulhaka, 
Upper World. Here she found none with whom she could satisfy presiding deity of the directions, was climbing the stairs of Mount 
her pleasure of flesh. At last she came across @ snake whom she |  Krailasa to pay reverence to Isvara. Thinking that Isvara was then 


invited to enjoy bodily pleasure with her. on the top, receiving gods, he fell prostrate at every step as & mark 


The four rishis, while returning from gathering their daily sp ot his sincere devotion. 

need of fruits in the forest, saw the dishonourable conduct of the L ake : It so happened that Isvara was then absent. So seeing him 
be’ | é paying vain reverence, a gecko, named Sarabhu, mocked at him in 
glee. Virulhaka looked up; of course he did not find Isvara, instead 
Sarabhu fell into his vision. He at once became furious, took off the 
snake he used to wear baldric-wise and hurled at him. It killed Sarabhu, 
Lka od i i i he mountain sink 

1. Valmikt -- Mandodari. But in Thai it is spelt with a guttural ‘ad? betel once he aee a mrie.d ae of : ee 


palatal; so the word signifies a frog and accordi ; instead of i down. — | 7 ; : 
aah TAM / natu the origin of Mandodari When Ievara found his mountain inclined on one sidehe declared 
| whoever would be able to lift it up int i former position bE 


nursing vengeance against the rishis. So at some opportune moment + 
eee 


. i = isV— 
b wa 


24 a great shock aS he always though - 


ord gave Gotama 


So he asked t 
now that his gin lay 1 


pret e reason of his allega, 
himself sinless. 
tions and came t0 k 
Consequently, 

fire there came & beautiful maiden, : 
her his wife. In due time she gave birth to 
named her Svaha. 
Now, Indra and other gods were contemplating how they woulq 

and create soldiers for Rama in his 
last they thought of Kala-achana, 


f his supernatural power, Kala. 


he woeaver- -bird th 
in his being childless. 
he made 4 cacrifice, and out of the sacrificial 


a daughter. The father 


divide their power and strength 
fighting against Dasakantha. At 
So Indra came down and by dint 0 


achana conceived. 
named Kakashbiri. After some time Aditya came down and by him 


she bore another son named Sugrib. Gotama, ignorant of their authors, | 
took them for his own children. But Svaha was a witness to her | 


mother’s faithless behaviour. 


So one day, when Gotama was going for bathing with sugriil | 
in his arms, Kakash on his neck and Svaha led by her hands, it hurt her | 
filial feelings too much. She could not help remarking that her father | % 


was making his own child walk, while to the children of others he was | 


far more obliging. At this Gotama was struck with astonishment. So. |. sea, was also coming to take part in the celebration. Now, this goddess 


he asked hi -: 
meses 25 sae of her remark, which she told } 2. Kala-achana is obviously Ahalya. But the story deviates from the original 


| Valmiki according to which it runs as follows: from the tears of Brahma 
there came out a monkey. Once while roving in a forest he chanced to bathe 
he im a cursed lake, When he got owt of it he was transformed into a beautiful — 
maiden. Indra and Aditya were enamoured of her beauty. Consequently, two 


him at once. 


Gotama, however, 


| faithless description of hig beloved wife. So he efeek all 
the river side and threw them into the wa; 


In course of time she gave birth to a son’ who was - 


ing the merry season with great eclat. 


could not bring himself to believe such ¢ a 


the children to. 


25 
jrue, and accordingly Kakash and Sugrib, who had now got simian 
forms, took shelter in a nearby forest. 

Gotama came home and cursed hig faithless wife to be turned 
into a stone so that when Narayana would incarnate to destroy demons 
she, in the form of a stone, would be uced in making a bridge and 
thus remain drowned in the ocean for food, 

Kala-achana! also got very angry with her daughter who dis- 
closed her secret. So she cursed her to remain standing on one leg 
with one hand taking hold of a branch, and feed on wind only. How- 


ever she could get rid of her cursed life only when she would be able 


to bear a powerful monkey child. 


When Indra and Aditya saw the wretched condition of their 
children, they built a city for them and named it Khidkhin. They, 
then by power of incantation, called all the monkeys of the world to 
come and reside in this city under the kingship of Kakash the eldest. 
Thus Kakash, became monarch of all monkeys. 

Then, there happened an event which brought much prominence 
to Kakash and Sugrib. It was spring in heaven. All gods were celebrat- 
Manimekhala, goddess of the 


2 — 


“children were born, one from her hair, called Bali, and another from her nec 
gies sate In nm Hi! the monkey got back his erga form. He: 


CHAPTER Vil 


His meetin 


wth Bali 
Birth of Hanuman: g we 


y established oD the throne of 


: pe 
When Bali was thus firm 
: erful monkey named Hanu- 


Khidkhin he was introduced to 4 very pow 
*s nephew, being th 


man. Indeed, he was Bali 


step-sister. 
Tt has been told that Sraha was 


e son of Svaha, king’s 


cursed by her mother Kala- 


achana, to remain standing on one leg, until she would bear @ son, 
wretched condition and took pity on her. 


Isvara happened to see her Ba 
hance to help Rama in his fight 


Besides, he found in her 4 happy ¢ 
against demons. So he divided his own 
ayu to take those powers and put them 


power as well as the powers 


of all divine weapons and told B 
into the mouth of Svaha, so that she might have a son whase body 


would be composed of 


mace would become his backbone so that he could travel on the sky. 


The trident would become his body, hands and legs as well as his 
special weapon which would always remain stuck on his chest so that 
he could take it out whenever he liked. The discus was to be his head, 
while Bayu was ordered to be his father. 

Accordingly, Bayu followed the injunction of Isvara and in no 
time Svaha! was in conception. After a long period of thirty months 
she brought forth a child, a beautiful white monkey as big as a boy 
of sixteen years old. But instead of the usual course he came out 


1. Svaha is undoubledly Anjana of Valiniki, though the description is quite 
different from the original, where she is known to be the wife of Kesart and 


E ; 
aughter of Kunjara, herself a celestial nymph named Punjikasthali but was | 


cursed to be born as a monkey. 


the aggregation of all those weapons. The . 


_ cteated monkey to Bali as his foster-child. So Hanuman 


otlier’s mouth. His father, Bayu, named h; 
y told him that a had some special ante im 
Re ane toe wily 
ould yermain invisible to all but Narayana. 
i Je to notice them must be his incarnation, Whom Hanuman sh, 
M should 


a loyal and devoted soldier. After the birth of this ch; 
of her cursed life. is child, Svaha, 


29 


Hanuman, His 
= body, namely 
é » Coiled hair. They 
50, whoever Would be 
ab 
gorve #° 
gob rid day, H 
Pe Meh A etentdhrieminet sy 1) LT 
aa : S Playing in a garden with all his 


min mischiey ousness. It so happened that the garden belo 

to Goddess Uma. So wee she came to know that her ee 
garden had fallen a ‘peey to the indomitable strength of nes 
ge ab once Cu him that his strength would lessen down to ar 
But. being golicitiously entreated by Hanuman she at last condescended 
to grant him the boon (he he would recover his original strength 
when Narayana, in the incarnation of Rama, would touch his body 
from head to tail. - 

After a few days, Bayu, his father, came to see him. He took 
his son to Isvara who taught him how to change form and disappear. 
The monkey was ‘also favoured with the boon of immortality. As 
Hanuman was the nephew of Bali and Sugrib, so Isvara sent for them 
to come to Mount Krailasa, so that he might introduce him to his 
uncles, . 

Besides, from the scurf of his skin, Isvara created for Bali a 
monkey, named Jambuban,t who became well-versed in medicine. 

When Bali and Sugrib came to see Isvara he offered the newly 
and Jambuban 


‘x country of Khidkhin. 


accompanied the two brothers to the : . 


1, According to the original Jambuban was the son of Brahma. 


ter with Kakanasura 


Rama's encoun 
i0 prothers, when they came to sufficient 

3 . i] . 

o the rishis Vasittha and Svamitra. Ty 

departments of knowledge. Satis. 

the proud teachers made a gq. 


owerful enough to vindicatg 

he holy fire was lit Isvara threw down bwelye rom 
demons. When the ho” hree for each, with their names engraved. Of 
x ni ae spuived and Blaivat, the best of all bere 
erate and powerful in the possession of the 
ers returned home to the great joy 


Ag regards Rama and 
ered aS students t 
jI versed in all 
f their etudents, 
d acquire arrows Pp 


age they were off 
no time they became we 
fied with the progress ° 
crifice so that they coul 


into the mid 
them Rama got Brahm 

Thus versed in learning 
arms, the four broth 


the people. 
{father of Kaiyakeshi, had no heir. So, as 


he found it much difficult for him to 


devastating 
of their parents and 
Now King Kaiyakesh, 

the king was n0W in old age 
defend the country from constant aggression of demons. 
come to know that his grandson Barat had earned much skill in war- 
“fare he asked Dasaratha to send him to his kingdom so that he might 
help him in defending the country. Dasaratha had no objection. So 
Barat, accompanied by Sairnd, started for the country of Kaiyakesh. 
Meanwhile, Dasakantha, being afraid that the rishis might 


performances of austerity. She and her horde transformed themselves 
into crows and created horrible disturbances to the rishis. Unable to 
stand against such a demonic menace, they flocked to Vasittha and 
Svamitra for their assistance. The. two rishis went, to the Court of 
Dasaratha and asked the help of Rama and Lakshana. Always devoted 


to ae cause of holy men, the two princes at one started to relieve the 
rishis of the devilish calamity. 1 : 


aware of the fall of their mother came to avenge her death 


1, V.-- Tadaka 2. V.-- Suvahu 3. V. -- Marich 


Having © 


a in love at the very first sight. 
J) prowess before he could claim the hand of his love. 
surpass him in supernatural power, sent Kakanasura! to destroy their > 


} ‘me Rama's turn who took it up like a feather 
| on, thus becoming the coveted husband of the beautiful Sita. 


Kakanasura fell a victim to th 
e sharp — 
arrow of Rama. Her two sons Svahu? and Marish? haying beeD — 
: Svahn — 
suffered the same fate as his mother, while Marish fled to Lanka a 


CHAPTER Xij 


Marriage of Rama and Sita 


A maiden of peerless beauty, Sita was thou 

none put the hero who had sufficient prowe 
a gitt. Now, Janaka had a bow which belonged t 

‘+ to kill Tripuram, a certain demon who es 0 Isvara. The 

_ After the fight he sent the bow to Janaka xe the country 

to pisbi Ast to be ae for Narayana when he eat bagi 

ae qaish Dasakantha.- Janaka declared to all the kings ee 
» world shat whoever AOE 1 ove to raise the bow of Isvara, w : 
d with the hand of Sita. Many a king had come Eee co, 


| be honour’ | 
put so far nobody had been wed with success. 


Now, the two rishis, Vasittha and Svamitra, who were much 


Sht fit to be mated 
88 to offer her as her 


:. pleased to see the indomitable valour of Rama, thought him to be the 


q suitable husband for Sita. 5o, after the overthrow of Kakanasura, 

{ they led the two brothers to the Court of Janaka. While passing 
mder the window of the palace, Rama's eyes met Sita’s, and they fell 

Yet Rama had to stand the test of 


The two brothers were brought to the bow. lLakshana tried 
i first and found that it was not at all difficult to lift. But aware of 
) his brother's love for Sita, he refrained from raising the bow. Then 
and put the string 


} Dasaratha was invited from Ayudhya, and the marriage was 
| *elebrated with great eclat. After the ceremony had come to a close 
_ the happy king together with his son and and daughter-in-law PF- 


P “eded to his own capital.” 


| 


q 1. 2 . 
pacording to Valmiki Isvara used the bow to destroy the sacrafice of Daksha 
"4yapati, ; 


a, : + aoe 5 
There is no mention of Lakshmana's marreage or his bro 


thers’. 


Fight between Ra 


its Prog 2 


a demi-g0d with an axe 48 


the further advance o! the 


he was inf 


CHAPTER xill 
a and Ramasura 


ession Was proceeding through a fores, 
hampered by the intervention of Ramasury, 
his weapo”- He stood on the way impeding 
procession» and asked for the leader. Whey 


ed of D acakantha and the valour of Rama who had jug 
yrmed « aa 


od Sita by putting the string 0D Isvara's bow, he wanted to tes 
married 


the prowess of Rama. So a battle was fought between them,/ at the 


end of which Ramasure had to admit defeat- At last Rama revealed 


himself in the form of Narayana, and Ramasura, 10 order to gain his 


bi ee vgs given to his grandfather Tx: | : 
“a ghee Dante rage se She always lay in wait of opportunity by which she could feed fat the 


megh, by Isvara. Rama threw it into the sky So that is might remain 7 


in the custody of Birune”, 


necessary. The procession then proceeded on its way to Ayudhya and f 


reached there safely withou 


1, According to the original Rama was challen 


Parasurama, 


2, Sans. -- Varuna. 


and would come to him whenever he felt | 


t encountering any further difficulty. 


CHAPTER XIV 
Exile of Rama 


King Dasaratlha who now grew old and unable to be 
n of his vace kingdom any longer, wanted to inaugurate x. i 
Be of Ayudhya- So he intimated his desire to all the Ee is 
arte oe news reached the ears of Kucchil a imal Ree 


gen Kaiyakeshi. Now, this maid bore a grudge against 


ho when he was young shot at her hunch so forcibly that it 


en be took another arrow and shot it back into 
rik position. This extraordinary feat gave a hearty langh to 


all the audience, put sowed the seed of vengeance in the heart of Kuechi 


old grudge she bore him. 
At last a happy chance opened to her in the form of Dasaratha’s 


hoon $0 Kaiyakeshi. “When Dasaratha ascended the throne Heaven 


was invaded by a demon named Padutdanta.* Indra sought Dasaratha’s 


help to overcome the demon. 90 he at once started for Heaven. Of 


his three queens Queen Kaiyakeshi followed him to the battle. Now, 


while fighting the demon & shaft struck the axle of his chariot and 


J broke it into pieces leaving no chance of victory to Dasaratha. Ob- 


serving the misfortune of her husband Kaiyakeshi put her hands in 


| tlace of the axle with the prayer that no danget would befall her life. 


ged to put string on the bow of 


| 


Thus helped, Dagaratha won the battle. The grateful king gave her 


} ‘boon that, whatever she wished would be granted. 


Knowing that King Dasaratha was pound in promise to offer 


p Snowing thet Bint ae orl 


2 4 V.-. Manthara, The word is obviously the deterioration of Bult. 
' V, o- Shambara, 4 ? - 
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: akeshi, she induced the 
ome boon to Kaiyakeshi, § ; 
5 thronement of her son, Barata, a8 & boon, 


d the eB : 
ment of Rama an With tears jn her beautiful eyes, she 


duced- 
een years and enthrone hey 


Queen to ask the banish 


Khaiyakeshi was easily in <a 

; for four 
asked Dasaratha to banish Rama . : 
on instead The King tried his best to dissuade her from this dis. 
8 » 


honourable act, but the Quee 


follower of truth, the King cou 
With a distressed heat 


n remained fir 
jd not persuade his mind to go back on 


his promise t, he panished Rama for fourteen 
years. Rama who never Wa 
of truth, willingly started for 
and his faithful brother, Lakshana. 

human welfare, Rama wanted to utilise the period of his exile by 


the forest with his devoted wite, Sita 


m in her request. A strict : 


nied his father ¢o deviate from the path 


Always an ardent promoter of 


CHAPTER XV 
Installation of Rama's Sandal 


DR rn 
Se 
Lael 


Rana, together with his devoted broth 
and his 


ai wile Gita started for the forest, their tutur ‘ 
e abode. 


+ some distance they came to th After 
e bank of the Ri 
lver Satong! 


qmere they met Khukhan,? king of hunters. Being very q 
he requested him to become king in his stead “se an to 
Teign over 


petheg.. Bub, as; che. ph 

+ place Was very near to A 

declined his kin — 

i sorapani® d by Khukhan, they crossed the river, and arrived at th 
. j i : 

nermitage of Rishi Bharadvaja, who also placed his humble a a 


exterminating the demons from the face of the earth. The absence — 
of Rama from the Palace of Ayudha fell as @ fatal blow on the broken: | 
hearted King and bore his grey hair to the grave. , 


at their disposal. The Rishi advised them to go to the hermitage; of 
Sarabhanga. Accordingly they started for this new destination a 
arrived there in time. The Rishi also invited them to stay with him 
but as the place was still not very far from the capital, with a 
chance of being followed by Barata, Rama had to decline his offer. 
So the Rishi advised them to go to the ‘Satakuta Mountaim where 
the gods had built a comfortable home for them. Glad to receive such 
encouraging news, they at once started for Satakuta and alter a 
long journey they reached their new home where they were comfortably 
settled. | | | epee 
Now Barata and Satrud, overjoyed to hear the news of Rama's 
Ssronation, started for the capital to be present at the happy corenea 


SSS 
a 
ee nae efilais the original according to oan Kaikeyi drove: the 
eae as Fight against Shambara. The king was seriously wounded though — BE 
ae ‘ oured hens Kaikeys nursed. ham, io recovery. Her devoted ie a 4 
aoe is ari king to offer her some boons. = Er 
: amasa 2, V. -- Guha, The word is derwed 
ee Bun eee 


; 
4 
‘ 
‘ 


| Tamil Kukan. 
i. ree : 


oat 
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the bliss of celestial life again. 


e to the hermitage of Rishi Agata,! in Whose 
r whieh he used to fight with Tripura, to be 
eiving the armour from the rishi, Rama 

on till they reached the River 


At last they cam 


with his brother 42 
Godavari, Where Indra had alt “oady made three cottages for their habj- 


tation. 


LV > 
Vishnu, and a pai 


———— 


2, Accordi che aman 

ng to the original peat ae hal . 

r of quivers belonging to a gaslya gave Rama the bow sa 
a. 


~,, sword in such a solitary pla 


CHAPTER XVII 


d Lakshana's encounter with 
Rama with Sammanakkha 


No sooner had Rama Lakshana and Sita come + 
on the bank of the Godavari, than there Fa op perma- 
ted a demon, 


aq Sumbhakash, who was the gon of Sa 
mmanakkha and Ji 
wha. 


His ie was to perform ansterities so that he might get 
sO 
gulows weapon: Brahma was pleased by his penance wud ak mira- 
w down a 


word i front of him. At this the demon became much enraged 
nraged on 


x agsum pion that Brahma had insulted him by throwing d 
| . own the 


weapon instead of handing it to him personally. So he did not 
‘up the sword. pear 


Now Lakshana was then gathering fruits in the forest. Noticing 


ce, he took it up and began to brandish 


* 4 playfully. Kumbhakash who was sitting in meditation, opened his 
eyes and saw Tiakshana in his action. 


Then there ensued a battle between these two heroes, which 


| ended in akshana’s beheading the demon. 


‘When such a calamity befell the fate of the unfortunate son, 


the father also suffered no less a disastrous end. 


Dasakantha was preparing to make a sojourn in the forest. Hes 


} left Lanka in charge of Jivha and went out of the city. Jivha dis- 


ae his duty with much vigour and vigilance. For a week he did 
x enjoy even a. wink of sleep. But at last nature could not stand 
® Violation of law any more. 


Whol 
‘ i @ city of Tanke by everting, Ben tongs, 80 > tha a 
uring his slumber. 


See Dasakanth \ ? 


Pind ont He yielded to sleep, but not untilhe | 
enlarged his body as prodigious as that of B Brahma, and covered the ae 


n darkness: Finding no 


a enveloped i 
haps the city had been besieged by some 


to create & 
the tongue ’ The city then became visible, 
so also did the cause © it snvisibility become apparent, 
Dasakantha, much agerieve his prother-in-law Jivha, 
ordered @ suitable funeral to cel 


At the eudden death of her husband 
galliance, found her widowhood bereft of 


n entrance. Tt struck 


Sammanakkha who 


was much given to amorous 
the joy of life. So she took leav 
pretext of visitng her soB, Kumbhakash, but with an underlying motive 
of getting a new jusband on her way- 


At last in the disguise of a beatiful woman she came to the place. 


where Rama made his abode. At the very first sight she fell in — 
desperate love with the prince of Ayudhya. But Rama was jrrespon- | 
sive to her amorous display. When she got a glimpse of Sita, she at. q 


once understood the cause of his callousness. So she thought of doing — 


away with Sita in order that she might then become the mistress of — 


a2 = Revealing, she took her demonic form and rushing at Sita- 
a 
n to pinch and beat her. Rama beat her back, while Takshana 


cut off : 
her hands and feet as well as her ears and nose, and drove her — 


away. 
‘ 


Sammanakk i 
ba came to the city of Romagan! and lied to her 


brother Khara who rul 
ed the city, that Ram 
to her, which she di 4 ania and Lakshana mad “- 
xpi = : ie; ‘ies return. In consequence, they had : ee | 
y cutting off her limbs. When Khara h F en 
: ara heard this — 


he became ver 
y angry. So with 
to avenge his sister. a large army at his back he proceeded 


nn ee 
1. Obviously it is Jamasthana P 4 


e of her brother, Dasakantha, on the — 


~ qldier oF whi 


. 


8 


calle 


e' 


ere ensued fierce battle between Ram 
gle stroke of his arrow broke the bow ay ae Khare 
7 for she bow of Ramasura which was kept e former. 

in charge 


Khar, unable to resist the power of th: 
at mighty bow, 


a , 
“ay the death of Khara his younger brother, Dushana offered 


But he fared no better than his brother 


Ram”: 
ne news yeached Trisixa, 4 fearful demon of three faces. 0 
es. ne 


ott gro 


o 80 


opows 


yeculiat horde 


wied 2 rage so loudly ‘that it reached the abode of god 
outh expressed his firm determination of cutting the ee } 
yo 


fine pieces that they might not stick in the throats of 
\ 0! 


q i 

And the ¢bird mouth ordered to mobilise the army the typical 
ch had the tace of one beast and the body of some other 
me supernatural being. But with all his three heads and 


he could only follow in the wake of Khara and Dushana 


—— 


CHAPTER XVIII 


Carry? off of Srta 


1 fate thet pefell the three lords of demons alarmeg 
The untoward d into the earth and took Her 


“h 20 jliat she dive 


' en mut ay 
Gammanakkha 8 n . falsity, she repor 

\ woman ol anserapulous falsity, eported to 
way to Lanka. named Sita, mn the forest, 


Dasakantha that she met 4 
bringing Sita i) 
d by Lakshana who pa 


iful woman 


beat 
as a consort to Dasakantha 
’ 


ffer her 
hi she Wa : 

while she nished her cruelly and snatched 
she was pursue . . AB 

8 j | ae her Khara, Dushana and Trisirg 
way rom her a 


by the hand of Rama. 


Sita a pporting 
had met death 
Dasakantha to ™ 


wife. 


, she requested and instigated 


ake war with Rama and deprive him of his beautiful 


he beauty of Sita, he forgot every. 
ster by Rama and Juakshana,. 
He sought advice: 


When Dasakantha heard of t 
n the insult meted out to 
nind was how to Get Sita. 


he suggested th 


thing, eve his si 
What prevailed in his 1 
of Queen Mando to whom 
insults it was better to carry 
were no bigger than flies. 
Dasakantha whose mind was bent u) 


In vain did Mando object to this plan, 
on carrying off Sita ordered Marish 


to take the fo 
from the cottage. Marish faithfully followed the plan. 


The deer began to graze gracefully in front of the cottage o 


Sita. ‘The sight of the golden deer so beautiful in its colour and 
nimbleness roused her desire to make it a pet. She therefore requested 
Rama to get hold of it. Rama told Sita that it was not a genuine deer. 


Es only a demon in disguise. Rama's remonstration failed to quench 
er desire. At last the loving husband gave way and went after the 


deer. ; 
eer. It led him far into the deepest part of the forest. Howevel, | 


the | it ¢ ‘ 
oe er * es of Rama made Marish too tired to remain in the form 
poner th Hct: own form of a demon whom Rama recognised 

\ élay Rama shot an arrow which struck him vitally 


at to avenge his sister's | 
off Sita than to kill men who to demons § 


rm of a golden deer and entice Rama and Lakshana away 


4 
E to help Dasaka 7 


yobuked Téed him to go 


the hel kantha took advantage of the 
Now, Dasa tage of their absence — 
appear- 


‘4a in the guise of a herm; 
pofore Si rmit. On seei 
gia woteomed Bins 6° her poor cotage. But the hemnit i 
that 

t Dasakantha, 


each poautiful lady as herself deserved to be the queen o 
rful king of all the world ; 
the most powe 8. On hearing such blas 
‘phe- 


mous words from the lips of a holy man Sita rebuked him sey 1 
erely 


hi vy. The rebuff infle s 

and turned him away inflamed his anger 
form. ‘Then he forcibly took Sita in his arms = cate 
- @ 


his ow2 
chariot and flew towards Lanka. 


Now, Satayu,? a bird of prodigious figure and friend of Ra 
was on his Way to pay him a visit. In the heart of the came i: 
ame across Dasakantha carrying off the wife of his friend. He 
demanded the demon king to return Sita at once. On Dasakantha’s 
refusal he killed his innumerable forces and gave battle to the king 


himself, All his weapons, disastrous as they were, failed to produce 


any effect on that ereat bird who only mocked his vain attempt and 
boasted that nothing in the world except the ring of Isvara,which was 
then in the finger of Sita could kill him. The suicidal boasting gave 
advantage to Dasakantha who took the ring off her finger and threw 
itat the bird. He fell down dead but his beak still held the ring and 
his spirit waited for Rama. Being, thus, got rid of the only opponent, 
Dasakantha reached Lanka and kept Sita in his garden under the 
Vigilence of his thousand sons. — 


DV J abayu, 


r0W Bui the monkey snatched the 
woid of Weapons. pre i Wa 
at, 
r way but to ae 


Rama and iptorm him of what had happened: Rama looked u 
saw the monkey with the distinguishing marks on his body. Pp and 


When Hanuman caw that his marks had been recognised 
e be 


jew that the man jying under the tree was the incarnation of N 
Consequently, he came down from the oa and dedi — 
9 leated 


yane. 
service of Rama. — 


himself to the 


Jivha’s tongue covering Lan 


nd. Ul { od | 16 nae 


1 yy f 
yOLL 


Hanuman, the living bridge. P. 59. 


ie left in charge of a cates Meera eteen! ios. AWAilin Ye ay 
himeel! - Sana tii ris wad i saghted eaaa niet Om the ie prt 
lea that Angad was oi Sheet nme striction, ; 
2 avoid being killed by demons who might mistook him for aw@ NE Thy iP 
: ‘hus excusing himself he lett she, viet Paine hee ca He they @ sed 
by dint of his mirac ulous power, created a replica of the TEC ptacle 0 ppe 
and advised Angad to take the real receptacle to the sea-shorg oan al p 
bury it there. Then he would return to the gate and await the rishi’, sense! 
arrival to whom he would restore the replica. Afterwards he shoulg “a pe? sn t 
take his steps to the seashore again and wait for Hanuman. And 0? 2 
whenever he would find him yawning moons and stars in the heart of ber “ 
heaven, he would leap into the the sky with the receptacle and restorg at sas 
it to him. @ilbine 
Having thus arranged everything to his satisfaction, he returned | 
to the rishi and very soon found himself in the presence of the king fightiD 
of Lanka. | 3 settled 
Sometimes weeping in silence and sometimes choking with tears catch 
but always supported by Goputra, the monkey forged a sad tale of his and kx 
ill-use by Rama and drew the royal sympathy. Was there anything think 
sadder and more ridiculous than being rewarded with a bathing towel 
= for the risk he embraced in burning Lanka ?—lied the monkey. Clap — than 
>  —_s~Ping his hands in derision the king of Lanka received the monkey as ful A 
his foster-son and bestowed his sincere love and sym pathy upon him @ and 


} who had come only to betray him and enhance his death. 


H j Next day, Hanuman volunteered to fight alone, for, as he said ' Joy 
it Wes Bot a Sitios meres to Patol hold of two. peeuettle. men. The FZ 


Wit « 
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harbinger the sun, S° that the world would have no ti 
AMe to 
Cast 


the 
Then suddenly strength lett his body, and thought.a 
1G ied 9 
Ut 0 


shadow of blame overt his last remains. 
his mind. And out of his tenth mouth not a whisper st 
=) sumMbled 


mighty king of Lanka fell into his last repose. The 


At the same time Hanuman crushed the receptacl 
ptacle of h; 
LIS Ss 
oul 
’ 


and brought to an end the demonic life of Dasakantha, ¢ 
: » LErro n 
And from heaven rained showers of flowers, dj T of gods 
8, divine 
musi 
C 


filled the sky, and the gentle breeze blew all over the creat; 
n 


and mei. 


message of eternal peace and happiness. The stormy night h 
away and the new day smiled upon the world, bright and ae passed 
clear, 


Hs * 


1G 
il 


CHAPTER XXXVI 
Sita’s Ordeal by Fire 


at the fall of her lord, Lanka wore a mournfn 
: hter resounded her calm atmosphere whi oe Nt 
AG 


ions. Was 5 
fation how being 


F Jame? A 

ged 4 tears cannot bring him b and Mando 

daen % ack, whom the breath of 
ath 


pe ony ‘nto its murky bosom. So they suppre 
ye a heroic cremation to the last remains ee mn sorrow 
phen ¢he mournful appearante of Lanka was ri 
: Grief passed away into oblivion and all the city ‘aoe Inbi- 
dour t© welcome the new king Bibhek on the ape 
eae Trijsta on Bie Heo aes oe “i . 
ter Dasakantha had been vanquished and the sate 


Bibhek lamented his brother 


apd 


1 ceremony over, Rama's heart naturally ached for Sita whom he had 
a 


not see for these long years. 


sith prought her pefore her lord. But love her as he did most, yet he 


So Bibhek at once hastened to Sita 


syembled to prave the odium so ciety might expose him to, if he accepted 


the long-lost Sita as his wife. He saw Sita approaching silently—her 


7 cheeks mantled with a bashful glow and her eyes casting stealthy looks 


At long last she was now going 
Joy gushed out of her 


that spoke the dawn of happiness. 
to be reunited with the lord of her heart. 
irembling heart adding a deeper shade to her already glowing cheeks. 


But would he accept her and not throw her away as 82 infidel wile 


wo had passed the prime of her Jife in the house of & third person? 


An unknown fear now mingled with joy, and & gadden paleness appeal 

With hesitating steps she 

e distance. Flear of 

q het advance and 
iv 


over the crimson of her countenance. 
approached her lord and remained sitting at Som 


being rejected, doubt of her husband's loves impede 


it 
a 


oceed no further. 


she could pr : s 
: : yr + atal 7 . 5 ‘ 
Rama was dying to receive her love With 5 fe 


Nevertheless, a aes 
her fears and anxieties. But his 
Kiss away her fears an tevaigt Sit oA 


arms and | ! : 
4 strong enough to bear social reprobation. Before he could eS 
not strous 1 7 
>robation of society. How could he cone: 

i t ascertain approbatio \ ee 
Sita, he must ascel a 
society of Sita’s chastity 12 wl 

iis mind. He might inquire Sita of the Dresell 


a good idea struck | 3 
ht have given her so that Sita, taking the hint, 
b] 


lich he had unwavering faith ? Suddenly 


that Dasakantha mig 
might give some proof of her unv iolated chastity. 


With a welcome smile Rama asked Sita of the valuable Presents 
she might have received from Dasakantha. Would she exhibit thoge 
presents to satisfy his curiosity and draw his admiration ? 

A bolt from the blue! An unkind question from her king 
husband ! Ti fell on her as a thunder falls on a delicate plant. A shaft 
from the enemy’s bow was not so sharp as the poignant remarks of 
An unkind look of her beloved carried move 


Dasakantha could not torture her 


the lord of her heart. 
pain than the blade of a sword. 
With all his vicious wooings as did Rama with his unkind question. 
How can love produce happiness if it is coated with doubt? But, she 
would give such a proof of her chastity that it would glare angrily at 
the doubtful hearts and establish her on the throne of ideal womanhood. 
Before gods she would walk the fire and prove that the brilliance of 


her chastity could put to coolness the angry flames of fire. 


So to Heaven flew the arrow of Rama and invited all gods to 
witness the power of chastity. In an instant the city of demons 
became the city of gods, 


Sugrib made a pyre and Rama’s arrow set it ablaze. Then 


began the performance that astonished even the eyes of gods. Slowly — 


but firmly, with her eyes lit with love and her heart filled with chastity 


oug and entered the licking flames Then 4 eu 
Here Oee 

; ur 

laste a 


From around the Bolden fla 


d al fore $3 
0 Before Sita the cl 


» Nature forgot, to 
; rSe. 
: ot ee mes of f 
wy ne? y pride of Narayana and bestowed yp 
ved upon her th 
ve P T the coolnes 
2 | ess 
‘ ox 
pres D wat ee rher 3 that blo eh 
pettee , of smiling lotuses that bloomed up to receive her ee 
36 


aiffused the whole atmosphere with a mila fragrance, A 


ite embrac- 


The roughness of burning fag 


d 


e of gold, stood Sita in the midst of flames, and showed before 


jivind * : 
ubitat1ve 

and fire confers coolness. 
mc 


world that beside the chastity of woman flame loses 
ihe 
prillia 


blue began to dance in unbounded billows Me 

CHAPTER XXXVIII ja" pad not proceeded further when a thurs 
Taek ond +0 end. It was Pralayakalpa, 

J {r0 prought up in Patal, he did not 
gir 06P his father. But now he had kno 


a by fire Rama prepared to start for 

After Sita’s ordeal b; t Ayudh: efal ; 

of his exile had come to a Close and Satrua willl jad if arent and 30 had come to avenge his 
i . = in| F h 


Under 

Rama’s return to Ayudhya : = 
| D of Dasakantha by 
know the disaster that 
Wn the SOrry fate of his 


defeat and death, 


ine 


since the period ee Ee SAA ; i 
life on a burning pyte lt He ed to return in time, The : panume A demon of Prodigions 


entreated him to ascend the throne of Tanke, But g this son bas Dasakantha. So the tactfy] Monkey endea- 

He had fought only to restore hig right, not him out first so that he could Vanquish him with ease 

s lawful owner. 0 key assumed the shape of a buffalo and pretended to sink a 
a an Pralayakalpa was passing by that way. He asked the buffalo 
6 on and Lakshana. But the struggling beast sought his help to 
4 nim out of the mire first and save his life. After a fierce struggle 
a cost all his strength, he at last succeeded to drag the buffalo ont. 


Hanuman then tried to dissuade him from following Rama and 


n confronted Pralayakalpa, 
give up his 
devoted Bibhek 
Rama declined his offer. 


to usurp a throne from it | 
But before he could start for his capital, he had to ence 


another fight. Ashakarna, foster-father of Dasagirivan and Dasagini- 
dhara had come to know that his two foster sons together with 
Dasakantha had fallen victims to Rama's arrows. So he hastened to F 
avenge his foster sons before the culprit would leave the island, } 
A fearful fight they fought, and a marvellous one. Rama cut off — 
the demon into two, and at once the two portions came to life and di 


Rama had to face two demons instead of one. However his sharp 4 waybutto return to his own simian form and give battle to the demon. 
missile severed both the demons, but to his utter astominshment the T A dreadful duel they fought. Still the demon remained eee 
4 weaty as he was. It was because his miraculous power had made his 


two demons now became four. What was he to do now with such _ 
an enemy whose severed body could, by the grace of ona, double : body too slippery to let anyone get hold of it. But the son be Wind 
the number? But there was Bibhek to advise him. Enlightened, had not yet learnt to admit defeat. He created a replica ai a own, 
Rama loosed an arrow. It severed the bodies into halves. And as | that took his place; and he himself flew to a certain rishi named 
soon as the bodies were severed, he released another shaft that swept | D how to 8ppre 


kshane. But the demon would not hear of it. So he had no other 


: : i Dishpai and sought his advice. But to instruct one So instead of 
them away into the river and gave them a watery grave from which @ Driate another's life was against the rule of an ascetic. »° 


the demon rose no more. hint by scattering oF 
i i . ce 7, ie ; pe 

Rid of his enemy, Rama with his brother and wife now started J 4 the bint. He retam : 

demon’s body, ee 


- Spied followed by his faithful retinue. After they had crossed f ie 
ie fe Bibhek tequested Rama to demolish the bri age and release ete 
€ ji ? é ; . 9 rene 
ow ae water. Rama complied with his request and once a6" 
7 oc (ae pe ee | A se ree ae dune <i 


aa 


slip periness. 
and sent hi 


Mat » 
Poe. | ra cel re 
- F 


andy to pierce hj 


avelins me 3 8Yeg 


He g,, 
King, oe it ™ his 
pon t the grateful Rama shot 


+ an QITOWw 
L VW a 
course He w mld erant. mh Nd Phryy 


enjovea | 4 fi the arrow would fall. The arrow a T Dim on the 
ived @& hearty x Clee 4 wi “Son 4 Dine 


rored it back to its lawful , 


. F a J i 
yt At Ome n : shing it to dust. By the sWeep of } 
AVudhi Meeting : 


made a city wall 
{ Rama, and reached the 


hopeles 


» and retn Thed ¢ 


a gpoty 
ved phe . Ate y fc 7 ‘ 


City 
al 
of Rama’s teturn, ° jsar me 


Jabapuri and Phrva Annis 
pon a burnin £ pyre. she name of I E OFy % AD ws made the ta 


é na now became monarch of aj Monatche om 
stam ped its glow on {qa Marchs and 


‘ and guidance peace reigned al] 
sun comes back after 


L 
uid ascend the throne and lead his pe 


ctv a nd happine ss under nt 
me back even as the > Vast empire 
Ople to 


ngdom that his victory brought under his Tule 
jivided it among his friends who staked their 
nour. To Lakshana he gave the country 


Khara. Barat and Satrud he made his 


as made King of Khidkin under the name of 


lahasurate) Ruangsri. Bibhek was made King 0 
ame of King Dashagirivangs Bangbros 
ingad under the name of Phrya Indranubhab was made 
Khidkhin, Jambuban was made King of Pangtal 
s heir-apparent. Khukhan was given the title 
é knukhandhipati and the country of Puriram. And Hanuman 


was made ruler of Ayudhya under the name of Phrya Anujit Cha- 


krakrishna Bibadabangea. 

But Phrya Anujit was not destined to rule the country whose 
awful heirs were the descendants of Narayana, because no sooner had 
he seated himself on the throne, than an unbearable burning sensation 
spread all over his body and the guards of honour appeared to him as 


as he had been expecting, # human terete on! 
an. 
he was much enraged. How could 

& Weakling 


ned moons and stars? But H 


Wh ce Asuraph 

asked him of Hanum Then he was told that the human 4, 
himself was Hanuman cing 
as man be his father who yaw anal 
who was much pleased to see the sense of self-respect in his ns n, 
dispelled all his doubts by returnin On, 
moons and stars. Asuraphad then related to him the cruel fate King 


Dasagirivan had come io. 
stened to Khidkhin, made all arrangements of 
) 


There Barat and Satrud joineq 


o + his > 

¢ to his own form ; 

g and yawni 
hing 


They then ha 


the army and hurried to Ayudhya. 
my then marched against Lanka. This time there w 
as 


since Nilabad enlarged his body and lay a living 
The army crossed the sea and: 


them. The ar 
no need to bind the sea, 


bridge connecting the two shores. 
on Mount Marakat. All negotiations being failed, they 


encamped itself 

took to arms: and the field that had begun to be covered with a velvety 

green, was again bathed in blood. Bainasurivangsh was killed and 

Bibhek set free. Then the victorious army marched against Malivan 
and besieged the couniry. 

The king gave battle, but fared no better than his friend, Dasa- 
kantha. One by one, his three sons fell, Suriyabhab and Pralayachakra 
slain by Barat, and Nanyubaktra, by Satrud. Then fell his ally, Vaital, 
ue of Kururashtra, slain by Nilabad. And Pence fell King Chakra- 
varti, a victim to Barat’s impregnable missile, Brabmastra. 

On the vacant throne of Malivan Macchanu whose fish tail had 
ioe ne ae ee was installed under the name of Phrya 
a : me Ps: mete ES) as his queen. Nilabad 
oe ae ie eart’s content, being installed as Crown prince 

; e name of Phrya Abhayabadavangsha, and all 


other 5 
generals, to name, Asuraphad, son of Hanuman, and Kanyuvek 


t 


gons of Indrajit w : 

et }tt who helped to win th 125 

or the risk they took. Thus the era shi © War, Were al 
me 80 


» : od 
ace pesan to reign all over the hingdeee shed came to an 
emoms that 
Came und 
er 


flag of Rama's benign sovere; 
VErelg nt 
y.% 


ads 


gli¥ 


fa 
od f 


anka chapier. The same 


% The plot develops on the same lines as wn the L 3 
personalitves or matertals, 


tactics are followed. The only change we observe, ts 1 
For example, instead of Kapilabad we find Meghabad. Instead of Lakshana 


we find Satrud as its victim. Insiead of Nagapasha that produces serps 18 

find Hera, a sea-dragon of one thousand heads. There are the same ey 
and its frustrations by the monkeys, the same evil omens, the 50 ra of 
words from the four mouths of the dying Chakravartt. developm 

the plot is a mere imitation and nothing glse, 30 we have confin 


Me 0 rela 
} °"elating only the wpshot of the war. 


CHAPTER XL 


Banashment of Stia 


The days of terror had passed away, and the days of Undisturbeg 
happiness nef set-in. But Fortune is as fickle as she is partial. Now 
che smiles with all her brilliance, and now she shoots angry looks. For 
somebody she spreads a bed of flower and for somebody she reserves 
but a bed of thorns. Thus the fickle and partial Fortune plays whim. 
sically with the life of man as she did with the life of Sita. 

Ayadhya was then a favoured child of Fortune, and so was also 
Sita. Indeed, her happiness knew no bounds. She had been released 


from the den of demons and was now in the loving arms of her heroic 


husband. 
adorn the throne of Ayudhya. 


Moreover, she was expecting a child that would, one day, 
It brought her an exhaustible source of 


happiness and she thought herself favoured with the smile of-fortune. ~ 


But alas, it was a flickering smile of the fickle Fortune. Very 
soon, it faded away yielding place to a grim and angry look. Sita 
again fell into the sea of sorrow. 

It so happened that thedaughter of Sammanakkha, named Adul, 


was planning how to avenge her kith and kin. Her position, not 


permitting her to challenge the enemy with arms, she thought of - 


feeding her vengeance by bringing about disruption between Rama 
and Sita. At last, a happy chance presented itself. 

Rama had made a sojourn in a forest and Sita was left alone in 
the palace. The absence of her husband killed all her pleasure in the 
palace and she sought temporary relief in the cool water of the river 

The she-demon availed herself of this opportunity. She assumed 


the form of one of the palace women and presented herself as one of 


Sita’s maids. The unsuspicions queen of Rama did not hesitate to let 


-orvod by this false maid. 
he Ser 


3 sfows O° day, the disguised Adul with feigned 
. Ce {* i ? : : : ‘ 
ntha was like, urged Sita to draw his Gat ha 
1S figure OB & slate, 
th the Teqnest of 


asak® 7 
ysed 110 suspicion, she readily compiled wi 


3 goonet had she finished the drawing than 4} 
. rs : 

disappeared from her sight and entered 
At that very moment Rama returned 


Sita tried to wipe the figure 


© Tevengetul 
ito the figure 
Tom his sojourn, 


con £ ¢ our. But to her utter 
‘ ptnegmore she wiped, the more vivid did 


the figure appear. 
she hid the slate under the bed. bi 


qism2 


puzzled; 

Now, Rama came to take his usual repose. As soon as he lay 
gown, he pegan to feel extremely hot. It was because the she-demon 
was emitting unbearable heat from inside the slate. In vain did 


Rama try to cool himself. He felt as if licking flames were burning 


him. At last he sent for Lakshana who hurried to his brother's com- 
partment and be 
search led him to discover the tale-tell slate. 

Rama was amazed. Who dared to draw the picture of the late 


personification of evil? His amazement surpassed all limitations when 


Sita confessed that she it was who had drawn the figure. 
If-dead. Did she love Dasa- 


Sita’s confession struck Rama ha . 
kantha ? Was it for a faithless wife that he staked his bes = his 
friends’? Was it that a treacherous heart shared his bed? His oe 
way to anger, and he ordered Lakshana to take Sita away a2 ; 


: 1 in did the ynfortunate 
and tear her heart out to show it to him. In vain did ame 
ain her action. The 


mother of his future heir try to exh ie to rosie HEF in 
Rama was not to be convinced, he was not to be 
i favour and withdraw his cruel order. 


gan to search for the cause of this sudden heat. His 


Te 
i5> 
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amy ‘irersed Wi meditation and went to take her bath in the 
There she saw & number of monkeys leaping from tree to tre 
firmly clasped on their breasts. 


river, 
/ © With 
She felt a, shuddey 


their young ones 
ent a young one might lose its hold and fall he 
| Re mn, 


of fear that any mom 
So in order to pring the monkeys to their senses she took them ; 
) 


task for not taking sufficient care of their young ones. But her rebuke 
produced retort. "Was she not more neglectful than the monkeys 9_ 
The monkeys retorted. Was she not a fool to leave her child in g 
lonely cottage under the care of a rishi who, absorbed in deep medita. 
tion, had lost all consciousness of his surroundings? Who was to protect 
the child, now out of his mother’s sight ? The monkeys Were not go 
foolish as to lose sight of their young ones. 

The retort alarmed Sita so much so that she lost no time Re 
return to the cottage and bring the child with her. 

Meanwhile, the rishi rose from his meditation. He looked 
round for the baby. What ? the baby vanished ! What had become of 
the baby? Surely, some misfortune had befallen the baby! . Poor Sita! 
How would she bear the blow, bereft of husband, now bereft of son? 
But the rishi was the very embodiment of kindness. He musi spare 
Sita of this cruel misfortune. So he thought of creating a new baby 
to replace her own. Accordingly, as a preliminary to the necessary 
rites that would endow a form with life, he drew the figure of a baby 
Then he was about to begin the rites, when Sita entered 
The rishi was relieved to see 


on @ slate. 
the cottage, with Mankut in her arms. 
the baby, and he would leave the ceremony unfinished but for Sita 
who requested him to go on with the rites, so that Mankut would get 
a playmate. So by dint of the supernatural power of the rishi another 
baby came to share the maternal care and love of Sita and helped to 
relieve her of her distress. The new baby was named Laba.! The two 
babies now began to grow up hale and hearty, and their happy giggles 
that frequeutly broke the solemn silence of the hermitage, brought 
soothing balm to the wounded heart of their mother. 


1. V. -- Lava, 


| Suided by the divine will it came 


| | pe only laughed at the arrogant writ 


CHAPTER XL} 


Rama's horse sacrifice: Fight between, fath 
i eY And » 
Se Sa ay 


in due course of time the two boys re h 
. A Eo 
+ and strength they surpassed even th 
boys took leave of their mother a 


peart of the forest. There they sayy 


ed the age of on 


Most vali 
Valiant, One 


Went out r . 
0 
in the amMing 


3 Sigantic rang tree 


Toof of th 
nt took his arrow and shot at the tree to test the os a 
T of hig 


With a lightning speed the arrow flew from his bo 

gree into two. With a thondeving eras it fel dwn oth 
e 

The fall shook and reverberated the whole creation, far and 


t . 
a leaty toP towered high above the green 


von 
missile: 
proke phe 
ground. 


wide- 
The commotion that rose, reached the ears of Rama in his palace 


at Ayudbya. Who dared to create such an unconceivable commotion 


while Narayana was still: in his human form? Had somebody taken 


birth to usurp his power ? Tf so, he must be sought after and 


vanquished. 

With this idea in view, he decided to perform the Horse Sacti- 
horse With jetblack face and rose-red 
mouth and legs. The writing was attached on its neck that whoever 
would dare to ride it, would be considered a rebel; and dealt with 
accordingly. Phrya Anujit, W th Barat and Satrud, followed the horse. 


a, At last. 
-est and land the horse wandere 
Through many a forest an ae 


fice, setting free a snow-white 


Creator of that great commotion Was playiné vee 
Mankut saw the writing: and understood ai 


tor what the horse had been get free. ‘The 
ing. 
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hold of the horse to enjoy a 
Phrya Anujit who was noticing the childish conduct of the two 


boys, could no longer suffer the 


gallop on that beautiful animal. 


animal to be thus carried away. Instant 


ted their way. But a stroke from 


ly, he came f orward and obstruc 


Mankut's arrow sent him senseless to the ground. 


But he took only a few moments 
monkey and approached the two 


to come to his senses. Recover. 
ed, he assumed the shape of a small 1 
But he fared no better than in his first enterprise. This 


brothers. 
as about to kill him when Laba perceived the monkey 


time Mankut w 


in his cloth. A monkey wearing @ cloth ! It must be owned by some- 


body. So instead of killing him they bound him firmly and left him in 
the woods with the imprecation that none but his owner would be 
able to release him from his binding. 
Phrya Anujit recovered from his swoon only to find himself in 
this sad plight. In vain did he and Barat and Satrud try to get rid 
of the cords. -The binding was as hard as ever. He must have to go 
to Rama in this ignominous condition. But how could he go to Ayudhya? 
By air?—he would be laughed at by gods. By land ?—men would deride 
him. But he must have to choose between dishonour and eternal binding. 
Dishonour was for more agreeable than eternal shackles, he decided. 
So a victim to dishonour, the monkey came to Rama, and was released 
from his binding. Annoyed at the ignominy his servant had been put 
to, he ordered Barat and Satrud to follow Phrya Anujit with a vast 


army and capture the two young miscreants. 

A severe fight was fought, at the end of which Mankut fell 
senseless by Barat’s arrow, while Laba fled to his mother’s cottage. 
Mankut vs thus captured and taken to Ayudhya, where he was 
securely imprisoned waiting to be beheaded by Rama's order. 


pe aD related to his mother the sad story of Mankut. L 


stic ri 
had @ mystic Ting which could undo ev 135 


© 2 . is) 
¢o Laba and sent him to Mankut’s N the hardest tnot 
8 Tescue, ; 


At the city he found a celestial nymph in h 
ater for Mankut Laba, offered hig g naa form, Who 
S Sery 


(oh arawins . : 
wa ices to draw 
Water 


for ner and in so doing he put the ring into the r 
oi D 


g reached Mankut’s hand than he pee ot. No sooner had 


rio : 
the himfelf free from 


The two brothers then came out of the city into the { 
& 


jay in ambush for the enemy. ig 
When Rama saw his prisoner escaped, he, at the head of a vas 
army, Went in pursuit of Mankut. In the midst of the forest the Z 
and the sons came into horrible clash. But the arrow of the son was 
not meant to drink the blood of the father, neither the father’s, to 
destroy the life of the son. They came flying across the air and fell down 


without striking, the son’s being first changed to flowers that worship- 
the lotus-feet of Rama. 

Amazed and astonished, Rama wanted to know the parentage 
When he was informed that they were the sons of 
Was not Sita killed by 
e story. Rama's 


ped 


of his opponents. 
Sita, he mace overwhelmed with wonder. 
Lakshana? Asked by Rama, Lakshana related the whol 
joy surpassed all limits when he found out the loyal and faithful heart 


of his queen. 


r cottage where Site 


anied the two brothers to thei 
This was the 
inky clouds. 
er cottages 


He accom | 
first glimpse of his 


was eagerly waiting for her sons. 
‘ But when she came 
she was moved 


dear Sita, a waning moon veiled by 
to know that Rama had followed them to h coe 
| by violent indignation at her husband's impertinence and S : z <a 
satisfied with wrecking her life, he had now come fo wreck 
lives as well. i 
a 
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Rama asked her forgiveness and entreatied her to return to the 


palace. But Sita was tired of Rama’s so-called kindness. She declineg 
How could he now suffer himself to accept her as hig Wife? 


his offer. 
Did he not disbelieve her ? In Lanka she was put under guard. Yo 
she had been the object of his disbelief. Now, she had lived freely in 


a forest for a long period of ten years. Did he not think her conduct 
more suspicious than before? Then, how could he accept her as his wife? 


Rama had no answers to such insinuations. His only resource 


was his sincere and tearful entreaty that if she was not inclined to 
accompany, she would better kill him. . But Sita was.deaf to all his 


sweet words, and as she said, she was not like Rama who did not 


hesitate to order his own wife’s death. | 

Unable to persuade Sita to accompany him, he now a for 
his sons, so that he might take them to the palace and bring them up 
according to such rules as befitted a prince. The proposal. was'a new 
source of Sita’s pain. But love as she did her sons, she did not want 
to impair their future by selfishly desiring them to keep her company. 
With tears that came out of a stray heart, she allowed her sons to 


accompany their royal father and bring honour to the great dynasty.* 


# The whole story from Sita’s banishment io Mankut and Laba’s fight 
corresponds more io the Bengali Ramayana than to Valmiki, According to 


Valmiki Bama banished Sita to quiet the public displeasure, She gave ‘birth to i 
twins, Kusha and Lava, They never fought Rama, They only atiended the 
horse sacrifice during which they were reconciled to their father, But in the 
Bengali Ramayana Sita was banished because she, at the request of Rama's 
sister, drew Ravana’s figure which ) she could not wipe out. In the forest a son | ‘ 
was born to her, but Valmaka created epee te Maye Fuso Gros The Mt f 


brothers took hold of the soe 


pein draé 


CHAPTER XLit 


Sita’s entry into Pata} 


rteq 
ay 1aY ¢hrough the forest into which they ae Be Their 
Uded their 


sat 4, was # melancholy journey and their UnWilling ¢ 
ged by the sweet reminiscence of Sita, € 
snere Wer? many things to remind Rama of his Wife, 
aba of their mother. There was the bird that w 
ones 25 Gita had fed her children. The two broth 


ps often fagge : ‘ 
And j in the forest 


as reece, Young 

ers saw the 

: He fore ¢heir sorrowful minds rose the Picture of their mien 
PPY. 


» in the joving embrace of their mother. A sea-mew flew across the 
8S 

“forest only to remind Rama of the sea of separation that now la 

between him and his dear love, : 


Would it be ever crossed? He 


wondered. 
With their thoughts still encircling round Sita, they at last found 
Fem elves in the city of sae where awaited them the most hearty 


welcome. 
‘For Mankut and Laba, on whom was lavished all the affection 


: of their ‘grand-mothers the days simply flew away in happiness. Yet, 


in the heart of their hearts they never ceased to feel for their unhappy 


ee mother, At last the feeling became so strong that the a of | 


: Ayudhya ceased to offer joy or peace to their young minds. | 
. took leave of their father and started for thei 


ir mother 12 yy forest. 
his entreaty to Sita with = 


Rama took this ‘opportunity to renew his ; 
bears ee were notes ; 


mossage that if sheild tO come, ge 
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last reverence t 
With hea 

ama ol Sita’s reply. 

nt. At last, in consultation with Phrya Anuijit 


o his body. 
vy hearts the two brothers returned to the capital ang 
= uw C 
1" 5 oP > a9 id i L 
informed R The severity of the answer brought 
. 
him many & sleepless N18 
Ate eae Ee 
he forged a plan that would bring Sita to the palace. 
° Uis t e 
Phrya Anujit went to Sita W1 
last ended his life. 


Despite its cruelties, it wipes out all feelings of 


th the false news that Rama’s grief 


for Sita had &t Death had really come to hey 


husband ! Death 
indignation or hatred, ¢ 
of death made Sita 


ind presents its victim in all his goodness. The 
news forget the eruelties meted out to her by Rama. 
She only remembered the great love he bore her. 5o she hurried to 
the palace to pay reverence to the last remains of her husband. She 

the mausoleum where the supposed dead body was preserved in 


entered 
: age ‘ 
The lamentation reached Rama, who 


an urn, and began 0 lament. 
was hiding behind a screen. He came out of his hiding place and 
rushed in joy to press the lamenting form to his burning heart. But 
his mean devise only rekindled in her heart the flame of indignation 
that was about to die out. His tearful request failing to persuade Sita 
ama took recourse to force. He called all his 


brothers and Phrya Anujit, and commanded them.to cut off all egresses 


so that she might be compelled to stay. 


to stay in the palace, R 


of the mausoleum 
But then to his utter dismay there took place a wonderful event. 


At the spot where Sita was standing, the ground opened by her prayer 
and into the chasm entered Sita and fled down to thé cityof Nagavirun, 


King of Patal. The ground closed upon her and received the senseless 


body of Rama. 


CHAPTER XLIV 
Rama's sojourn tm the Sores; 


= a a arsine 


When Rama came to his Senses, he sent 
ipo sight. of te monkey only added more fue 
eohe 4 once been duped by him, she Row bec 

m away from her presence, 


3 fe 
0 her Passion, Since 


am 
,urned hi © very careful and 
At last Rama sought advice of Bibhek 


his astrological knowledge saw the black future, slow! 
engulf Rama. The only way to get rid of this ics ee to 
was to leave the palace, make a sojourn in the forest ee of planets 
spend the time in killing demons. The cloud would sou “ 
away at the expiry of the year and the light that never failea ee 
sbine upon his life. ould 
So Rama went into the forest, followed by his loving brothers 
and the faithful retinue. There they met Tripakkan, the son of me 
who fell by Luakshana’s arrow. At the fall of his son, came Knvera 
with his mighty forces. But Rama's arrow gathered him to his son. 
They then proceeded on their way. Very soon they came across 
ademon, Kumbhanda by name. Indeed, he was a demi-god who, having 
4 been cursed by Isvara, was leading the demon life which would however 
y when Rama would favour him with his grace. 
from his cursed life and went on into the 


» Who, with the help of 


“come to a close onl 
‘The kind Rama released him 
“deeper part of the forest. 
‘There, they came across 4 peculiar demon with the head of a 
bird who swooped down from the blue, seized Rama and Lakshana 
and took to the sky again. But despite his rapidity he could fare no 
better than his other kith and kin. Sugrib and Hanuman snatched 
ad and Nilbad made af 


the two brothers out of his clutches, while Ang re 
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end of him. 
Their way 


dancing with blooming lotuses. 
of Isvara but now a cursed demon si 


then led them to a large pond, whose wripples Were 
But the beautiful pond was the hone 


of Unaraj, once 4 servant 
was destined to be fastened on a rock by means of the kok grass, loosed 
and remain in this position for a period of ae 


from Rama’s bow, 
xock would keep g : 
a coc ’ <eep guard on him, ang 


million crores of years, and 
crow ifithe grass ever happened to be displaced from his breast 


ould then rush in, and beat his breast with an iron hammer 


A woman W' 
cursed life would come to an end. 


until the duration of his 
Now, the period of one year’s sojourn drew to its close aaa 


Rama retraced his steps towards the capital and very soon reached the 
palace, bearing with him the glimmering hope that with the end of 
his sojourn, perhaps had ended the black influence of planets disclosing 
in near future the vision of a life blessed with the love of his dear Sita, 


CHAPTER XLy 


Rama and Sita reconciled 


Meanwhile, the centenary assembly of 

4 ey J. Of ods 
os Krailasa. The shining ones were discussing 
; Potld The whole creation was in Peace and 
the ; 
-»formed Isvara. Rama's valour had drawn al] the 
1 . 
Ese ot their lurking places, and sent them to their 
yor DOW overshadowed the happiness or 


Was being held at 
the Condition of 
happiness, Indra 
Miscreant demons 

doom, No Sorrow 


ae : safety that reigned 
sver the creation. But he who had led the world to ee bi 
» Was 


himself leading the most wretched life, since Sita, the source of his 
joy, had indignantly left him to loneliness, 

At this the compassionate god sent for Rama and Sita so that 
he could bring them to some understanding which would ultimately 
result in happy reconciliation. 

Very soon the husband and wife arrived at Mount Krailasa. 
Siva observed that Sita was still indignant at the unreasonable jealousy 
and cruel conduct of her husband. So the tactful god thought it 
advisable to chide Rama of his ill dealings first and then appeal to the 
softer feelings of Sita for reconciliation. 

But the penitent Rama required no chiding. He readily con- 
fessed his guilt and asked for Sita’s pardon. 


Sita was still far from showing any mercy. She was too cut 
Ag she said, she had lost all faith in 


so changing that she 
ment 


you 


to the quick to forgive or forget. 
Rama's good sense. His good and bad were 
could not believe herself in Rama’s hand which might at any mo 
be raised to fall heavily on her. 
Nevertheless, appealed by Isvar 


‘ she at last gave way and 


" t 
‘howed her readiness to accept Rama in her favour. No soone 


